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number of incomplete secondary schools which the pupils attend till
fifteen or sixteen years of age. There are a number of technicums and
seminars for the training of teachers. There still remains much to be
done. Often the school building is very unsatisfactory, the school very
ill equipped, the teaching of a very poor quality. But it is only a
matter of time for the eradication of these defects.
Several million people belonging to national minorities inhabit the
lands south of the R.S.F.S.R.—as far south as the Black and Caspian
Seas—and as far east as the Pacific Ocean. The education of these
peoples is under the final supervision of the Central Research In-
stitute for the Education of National Minorities, in Moscow. There
are now several Regional National Minority Education Institutes,
but that in Moscow is the fountain head. The difficulties which con-
fronted Soviet educationists in Asiatic Russia were even greater,
because the interests opposed were more powerful than those met
with in the Far North. Imperialism had been much more active
here, and the Tsarist yoke weighed very heavily. To this is to be
added the exploitation of the peasant and worker by the landlord
and factory owner. The sum was completed by the exploitation by the
religious leaders, the mullahs and imams. Thus the Asiatic peasant
or worker suffered a triple burden, laid on him by the Tsar, by the
landlord and factory owner, and by religion. As in the North, so
here, the approach was very skilful. No direct attack was made on
any of these evils. Religion particularly was left unmolested for a
very long time. The first essays were made secretly by women Party
members. Disguised as Mohammedan women, they mingled with
processions and crowds. Selecting a likely subject, they would sidle
up to her, and whisper of the new life open to women in other parts
of the U.S.S.R. Would she like to hear more about it ? Then let her
come secretly to such and such a place that night. The younger
women came eagerly, though they knew that they endangered their
lives thereby. Should they be found out, the penalty might very likely
be death. They were no better than the slaves of their husbands and
families. At the age of nine or ten they were sold to a man whom they
had never seen. By the age of eleven many of them were mothers.
It was not uncommon for a girl of twenty-one to have had nine or
ten children, only one of whom survived. Motherhood was not allowed
to interfere with the chief reason for woman's existence—work. The
woman worked in the fields or carpet factory while the man lounged
about at home. It was a common sight to see her carrying two
children to and from work. One was tied on her back and one at her
bosom, while her hands were busy knitting stockings. Food, too, was

